STATEMENT OF GRANT PURPOSE
India, English Teaching Assistantship
My career goal is to be a teacher in the USA. I decided to apply for English
Teaching Assistantship in India after a travel-study trip there last year, where I traveled
from southern India to the north and interacted with Professors, students, and NGO staff,.
The different customs and lifestyles caused me to reflect on my own and left me curious
to learn more about the country and its people. My short journey to India awakened
within me a quest for knowledge and taught me how to adapt and be more open-minded.
Returning as an English teacher will enrich my career in the USA, which is rapidly
producing a more diverse student population.
I have already had some experience as a teacher. This past summer, I was selected
and trained at the Ella Baker Child Policy Training Institute as a Child Defense Fund
Servant Leader Intern to teach first grade. I completed an intense training in classroom
facilitation, management, and leadership in the community. We learned how to provide
and implement multicultural education and work with multicultural students. I had the
opportunity to engage students through theme-based and hands-on activities, while
teaching an integrated English reading curriculum. I learned that students need to be able
relate and be involved in their learning process in order to fully comprehend. My Child
Defense Fund training will help me to interact with the students in India in an engaging
way.
In India I plan to work with students and teach them through interactive games,
music, poetry, and cultural discussions. Students need to be able to bring their own
cultural backgrounds to the classroom. One of the corner stones of my training and
teaching experiences as a Servant Leader Intern was an activity we called Harambee,
which was a time to motive each other for the day ahead through cheers and chants. We
used these chants in the classroom to praise students for doing well and to keep them
engaged. Harambee is one example of the many techniques I learned with the Child
Defense Fund that I plan to bring to the classroom in India with me in order to enhance
my students learning experience.
My civic engagement plan is to implement an adolescent book group, which
would include facilitated discussions led by students in a book club setting. I have made
arrangements with the US-based Words Alive organization, and they have agreed to help
me create a lending library for the community. The focus of the library will be primarily
on early literary development but also encompass a parent and teacher component.
As an African American, I was interested in the discussion of skin color within
the media in India. For example, several products advocating lighter skin with such
phrases like ‘fair and lovely’. I plan to research how this issue affects students in India
and research ways to strengthen the younger generation’s sense of self-worth.
After ETA, my goal is to apply to a teaching credential program and earn a
Master’s degree in Education and/or Women Studies. An ETA will help me to reinforce
my teaching skills and provide me with broader knowledge of other cultures, which will
help me to make an impact in the lives of my students by giving them a new perspective.
This opportunity to teach in India will not only present me with classroom familiarity, but
will develop my ability to work with a diverse range of students. I plan to live and teach
in the San Diego area, which is home to immigrants from all over the world. Working
with students in India will be an enormous benefit to help me better serve my future
students.

